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w a l t  d i s n e y ’ s 

A D V I C E

 Walt Disney was one of the greatest showmen and 
creative leaders in American history. He was an 
entertainment genius.

 One of his gems of advice was this: You can’t top pigs 
with pigs. That is simple, but profound.

 And I am afraid some of our brethren need to 
understand Mr. Disney’s point. There are brethren who 
have bought into the idea that worship as we have done it 
for generations is boring, dull, and anathema to the 
modern worshipper. The shift that is sometimes rather 
subtle and other times direct and demanded moves 
toward more of an entertainment model than an 
edification model.

 Brethren have watched religious television programs, 
visited denominational venues, and studied the cultural 
trends, and believe they have found the answer: bring in 
the pigs.

 But there will soon be a problem. Everyone else will 
be competing for the entertainment field of religion. 
Everybody will already have what our brethren think will 
bring in the crowds. And those folks have unlimited 
resources to produce fantastic entertainment events in the 
name of worship.

 Brethren, you’ll never top their pigs with your pigs.

 Why not have something truly revolutionary? Why not 
conduct worship services in the spirit of Christ by the 
simple pattern Scripture authorizes? Why not please the 
only audience that really matters, the God of the 
universe, and not the entertainment-crazed, worldly-
minded wanderers.

 You might be surprised at what happens.

Monte Ginnings

COME IN ANYWAY

An army chaplain,in an effort to 
reach more men, put this sign on 
his door: “If you have troubles, 
come in and tell us about them. If 
you haven’t any, come in anyway 
and tell us how you manage.”

mailto:mht_church@comcast.net
mailto:mht_church@comcast.net
http://www.mhtcoc.org
http://www.mhtcoc.org


If you’re a visitor to our 
church, welcome! If you have 
questions, we welcome them; 
please don’t hesitate to ask 
Park Linscomb our minister 
(the really tall guy) or any other 
church member.

There will be NO POTLUCK 
this Sunday. Evening small 
groups will be held as usual.

The Harding University Spring 
Break Group came and have 
arrived home safely. What a 
wonderful group and what a 
lot of work they did while they 
were here! They worked with 
our teens, worked in Quechee 
VT, worked at Families in 
Transition, worked at New 
Horizons, sang at Peggy’s 
apartment building, sang and 
visited with Penny Ranger, led 
worship, taught classes, 
worked at Gander Brook, and 
worked at Augusta ME. They 
still managed to learn how to 
candle pin bowl, enjoy a trip to 
Boston, and mourn the loss of 
a fellow student. Amazing 
energy, amazing love for the 
Lord! God was certainly 
glorified.

Monday Night for the Master 
is April 6 at 6PM. Good food 
and good works!

Please pray for our brother 
Curtis Winstead and his wife 
Theresa. Curtis was a former 
elder here and  is very ill. A 
note from his wife today let us 
know that he does not have 
long to live at all. She expects 
him to go at any time. He is 
under hospice care at home. 
They have two adult daughters.

Menu for this Wednesday’s 
dinner is oven baked chicken, 
rice pilaf, salad and dessert.. 

Thanks to everyone who made 
up their contribution for the 
times that we had to cancel 
services due to snow. Thanks 
for doing your part!

There were some ladies who 
went  to the Biddeford Ladies’ 
Day. Be sure and ask them how 
it went. They came back built 
up and encouraged.

Next Leadership Training: 
March 21. A special series of 
monthly classes learn more 
about leading in the worship. 
Our focus will be leading the 
Lord’s supper this month. We’ll 
start at 10am and go to 12pm 
each time—donuts provided. 

Lifeline Screening will be using 
our facilities to do some 
medical screening for our 
community, and to do that, 
chairs will need to be moved. 
Please plan on staying around 
on March 25 to help move 
chairs.

March 29, is the 5th Sunday of 
March. We usually take up a 
special collection for our 
building fund, but we’ll also be 
taking up another special 
collection for those who’d like 
to contribute to a pantry 
reception room in the 
basement of the annex. 
Here’s another great way to 
help our outreach to the 
community.

Mark your calendars…

• March 21—Men’s 
Leadership Training 
Classes, 10-12.

• March 28, Ladies Day in 

Roxbury MA, see bulletin 
board for details

• March 27, the church here 
hosts Lifeline Screening

• April 6— MNFM

• April 10-12—the Conway 
ladies’ day

• April 24-26, the Manchester 
Youth Rally (ours)

• May 1-3, the New England 
Lectures in Taunton MA

Prayer List: 

Evangelism: Bible studies in 
progress, our website, MNFM, 
food pantry, Brethren who have 
forsaken the assembly

The Harding Spring Break 
Team, coming in March

Health: Anthony Davis, Natalie 
Cleavitt, Louise Linscomb, 
Peggy Mailloux, Curtis 
Winstead, Jean Cadet, Lynn 
Millette, Mary Jane, Dave 
Seguin, Barbara Ann, David 
Lovering, Gary Chase Jr., Linda 
Tetrault, Jim Kenison, Brian 
Day, John Matthew, Jamie 
Hazelton

Struggles: Kathy Feuerhelm, 
Mark Brown & Emma, Linda 
Tetrault, Jim Kenison.

Leadership: Ministers, Elders, 
Deacons, Teachers, Parents

Our Family 
News

"So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and 
are of God’s household," Ephesians 2:19, NAS95.

Our Statistics for the week from 
March 8, 2015

Our Statistics for the week from 
March 8, 2015

Sunday morning worship 125

Wednesday evening Bible classes 82

Contribution $3218

Budget $2300



A Word of 
Encouragement

"For this reason we must pay much closer attention 
to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away 
from it." Hebrews 2:1, NAS95.

 Jesus and His disciples had eaten a late and very 
eventful supper in an upper room. Over the course of 
the evening, Jesus had shockingly washed the feet of 
his disciples to teach them about service and humility; 
He had given the man who would betray Him a 
chance to repent before giving him leave to do the foul 
deed; He had eaten Passover with the apostles; He had 
prayed for His them and the church to come; He had 
promised them a Comforter in His coming absence; 
and He had commanded and established a new and 
richly meaningful ritual known to us as the Lord’s 
Supper. By the time they all left the upper room to walk 
to Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives, it had become 
quite late. The apostles were drowsy from the 
combination of the hour, the food, and the drink. 
Despite Jesus dropping heavy hints that His hour had 
come, none of His closest disciples really suspected 
that it would be happening tonight in the wee hours of 
the morning. But Jesus knew.

 They arrived at Gethsemane in the middle of the 
moonlit Passover night. Jesus settled 8 of His entourage 
in one place; then called the other 3 a little farther and 
asked them to pray, while He prayed just a few more 
steps away. However, nobody but Jesus did much 
praying that evening. Three times, in spite of 
encouragement to “Watch and pray”, He found them 
asleep. 

 In due time, the small army of Temple guards with 
clanking armor and torches made their way out of 
Jerusalem's gates, down into the Kidron Valley, and up 
the Mount of Olives. There aren’t many trees to hide 
their progress; the likely gate was right in front of the 
Mount of Olives; and because there are so many hard 
surfaces around there, sounds carry a long way. It 
would have been impossible to miss them—moonlight, 
the quiet of the wee hours of the morning, the clanking  
of swords, and torches—Jesus probably watched the 
arresting platoon of soldiers coming for 15 or 20 
minutes. And what is surprising here, from a human 
perspective, is that Jesus didn’t just get up and leave. 
He knew what was happening, what was going to 
happen. But He stayed.

 Why? Well, of course, Jesus knew what needed to 
be done. He knew that He was the only One who 
could do it. But it’s not like Jesus could do this without 
breaking a sweat; He earnestly prayed for the Father to 
find another way. Doctors tell us that the sweat drops 
of blood (Luke 22:44) were signs of severe stress. 
When another way wasn’t possible, though, Jesus 
stayed in Gethsemane—heart pounding but proceeding  
in faith—where He knew He would be arrested. 

 Now, a disciple’s place is with his Master, but none 
of the disciples of Jesus stayed around. They scattered 
everywhere into the night, with only Peter and John 
following Him—at a safe, discreet, and hidden 
distance. And although Peter had the most to repent of, 
the rest of the apostles (disciples) had done plenty 
enough to be ashamed of, too. 

 Now, while there’s no do-overs for disciples in 
Gethsemane; there are opportunities for disciples to 
follow their Master in doing the hard but right and 
important things—the things for which running, 
escaping, or slipping out the back Jack would seem 
obviously prudent. Things that take courage, faith, a 
sure hope, a steel spine, perseverance, and a deep love 
for the Master.

 Things like marriage, when things get real hard.

 Things like parenthood, when you’d rather be a 
buddy than an enforcer.

 Things like being stalwart, loyal church leadership, 
when the winds of change are blowing strong. 

 Things like a Christian sticking with standards, 
morals, and teachings, while the rest of the world is 
compromising or throwing them away at every turn.

 Things like standing for the truth at the workplace, 
in the family, in the community, when there is danger 
and/or painful consequences involved in doing so.

 It was surprising to the average person that Jesus 
didn’t run. Will you stay with Him?

Park Linscomb

FOLLOWING JESUS TO UNEXPECTED PLACES: STAYING IN GETHSEMANE



Our Congregational Calendar for March 15 through March 28Our Congregational Calendar for March 15 through March 28Our Congregational Calendar for March 15 through March 28Our Congregational Calendar for March 15 through March 28Our Congregational Calendar for March 15 through March 28Our Congregational Calendar for March 15 through March 28Our Congregational Calendar for March 15 through March 28
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

15

Worship 9:30

Bible class 11am

16 17 18

Bible class 7PM

19 20 21

Men’s Leadership 
Training, 10am

22

Worship 9:30

Bible class 11am

23 24 25

Bible class 7PM

26

Lifeline 
Screeening

27 28

What a great week of fellowship and example the Harding Univ. Spring Break 
Team was this past week! Getting a college education at a place like Harding is so 
much more than just books. It’s about making life-long friends and learning how 
to put your faith into action
Hey, young men, don’t overlook the Men’s Leadership Training Classes are this 

Saturday from 10am to 12 noon. Come give it a try; it’s definitely for you, too.

The Manchester church of Christ
66 Mammoth Rd.
Manchester NH 03109

SERVICE SUNDAY, MARCH 15 WED., MARCH 18

Call to worship

Songleading

Scripture reading

Communion

Devo thought

Closing prayer

Coordinator

Tech

Barry Fogal

Stuart Peacock Stuart Peacock

Jonah Peacock

Karl Davies

Barry Fogal

Fred Hillhouse

Rich Therrien

Susie Peacock

Bible Reading Schedule for this WeekBible Reading Schedule for this WeekBible Reading Schedule for this Week

Sun Mar 15 Exodus 40

Mon Mar 16 Leviticus 1-3

Tue Mar 17 Matthew 24

Wed Mar 18 Leviticus 4-5

Thu Mar 19 Leviticus 6

Fri Mar 20 Leviticus 7

Sat Mar 21 Matthew 25


