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When success turns 
a man’s head, he 

faces failure 

[ \

Dead? Or Alive? 
“Wanted Dead or Alive” is a popular song from 1986 

performed by the group Bon Jovi. You may have also seen 
“Wanted! Dead or Alive” signs in movies or your local post office.  

When it comes to your faith, is your faith dead or alive? 
Hebrews 11: 1 teaches that faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see. Many times, Christians make it 
to Sunday morning worship services just in time to take 
communion, just before it is put away, and are pleased with his or 
her worship for the day.  

Is the notion just-in-time worship really representative of 
faith? Does Christian faith require more than attendance at 
Sunday morning worship services?  

Hebrews 11 also provides example after example of faith 
being followed by actions. By faith...  

• Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain  

• Noah prepared an ark to the saving of his house  

• Abraham offered up Isaac  

• Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come  

• Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter  

• The walls of Jericho fell down , after they were compassed 
about seven days  

 What if I told you faith without 
action is dead and alone? What would 
that mean to you?  

Perhaps it is easier to understand 
that a body without the spirit is dead. 
Sounds harsh? Well, faith without 
deeds is dead. Even if a person says 
he or she believes in God. That is not 
enough. For even the devils believe in 
God and tremble.  
“Show me your faith without deeds, 
and I will show you my faith by what I do.”  

Show your faith is alive by doing good deeds. Make your faith 
complete with action.  

Learn more by reading James 2.  

Joseph O. Anderson 
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If you’re a visitor to our 
church, welcome! If you have 
questions, we welcome them; 
please don’t hesitate to ask 
Park Linscomb our minister 
(the really tall guy) or any other 
church member. 

 We have a new sister: Wendy 
O’Reilly a life long friend of 
Chrissy Magnuson was baptized 
on Sunday morning. Her 
information is  556 Central St.  # 
167, Leominister, Ma. 01453         
   (857) 719-7521 Please welcome 
her when you see her. 

GANDER BROOK IS THE NEXT 
BIGGEST EVENT ON THE HORIZON, 
HERE’S SOME INFO… 

• Regular camping season began 
yesterday, July 4. Camper 
registration and information can 
be found at ganderbrook.org. 
Camping for you youngster is by 
the week and the next week 
starts July 11. 

• Camperships for kids in our 
congregation needing help can 
be made by contacting Tony 
Casella, our church treasurer. If 
you are needing a campership, 
please also contact Tony.  

Vacation Bible School— August 
17 - 19—It’s all about Creation 
this year.  If anyone is interested in 
working in VBS this summer, 
please let Mark Casella or Linda 
Paul know. There is need for 
kitchen crew, storyteller, lots of 
escorts, including someone to be 

in charge of the escorts, someone 
to handle outdoor activities and 
many other good works.  Crafts 
and decorations each have their 
main person but will need 
helpers. 

Some health updates: Freda 
Potters sister passed away last 
weekend. Please pray for Freda 
and her family.…Debbie Garven’s 
daughter, Christine, was taken 
back to the hospital due to the 
blood clots causing her trouble 
breathing and walking.…Linda 
Paul’s father is in the hospital in 
Michigan. His kidneys are not 

working properly and they are still 
running tests. Prayers for Linda 
and Doug.…Brian Day continues 
to have health issues.…Penny R.’s 
mom had a 2nd successful eye 
surgery. 

Job Needed - Jessica Revelle, one 
of the leaders with this year’s 
Harding group is still looking for a 
job. Jessica WANTS to come to 
this area to live and work.  If 
anyone knows of a job, please let 
Park or the church office know.   

Clothes needed -  With the 
blessing of 2 children to the Silva’s 
family has come a need for  
clothes and shoes. Sahleen is 4 
years old and wears a 5T and her 
brother, Allen is 3 years old 
and wears a 3T. ANY CLOTHES 
and shoes are appreciated.  

Lawn Mowing -  The grass is 
getting long, again. The sign up 
sheet is on the board. Thanks to 

those who have already signed up 
and to those who are keeping the 
lawn and flowers well-kept and so 
inviting. 

Mark your calendars… 

• June 28—Fellowship Luncheon 
and welcome to Mark and Ann 
Casella. 

• June 24 - 28—Meeting at 
Concord Church of Christ with 
Philip Sanders - flyer on the 
bulletin board in lobby 

• July 4—first day of regular 
camping for kids at Gander 
Brook 

• July 6—Monday Night for the 
Master at 6:00PM 

• August 17-19—VBS (bring a 
friend) 

Prayer List:  

Good Works: Bible studies in 
progress, Gander Brook’s season, 
the Men’s Leadership Training, our 
website, MNFM, food pantry 

Health: Lynn Millette, Louise 
Linscomb, Brian Day, Peggy 
Mailloux, Penny’s neice Chelsea, 
Mary Jane Parker, Dave Seguin, 
Gary Chase Jr., Natalie Cleavitt, 
David Lovering, Linda Tetrault, 
John Matthew, 
Rich Therrien’s 
brother-in-law 

Struggles: Mark 
Brown & Emma, 
Jim Kenison, 
Brethren who 
have forsaken 
the assembly. 

Our Family "So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and 
are of God’s household," Ephesians 2:19, NAS95.



A Word of 
Encouragement

"For this reason we must pay much closer attention 
to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away 
from it." Hebrews 2:1, NAS95.

Scriptures: 
John 3:5 “Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
Acts 2:38 “Peter said to them, “Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
Acts 22:16 “‘Now why do you delay? Get up 
and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on His name.’” 
Galatians 3:27 “For all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ.” 
Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds 
which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,” 
Hebrews 10:22 “let us draw near with a sincere 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water.” 
1 Peter 3:21 “Corresponding to that, baptism 
now saves you--not the removal of dirt from the 
flesh, but an appeal to God for a good 
conscience--through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ,” 

Early Christian writers: 
 “Blessed are they who, placing their trust in 
the cross, have gone down into the water…We 
indeed descend into the water full of sins and 
defilement. However, we come up, bearing fruit 
in our heart, having the fear [of God] and the 
trust in Jesus in our spirit” Barnabas (c. AD 
70-130) 
 “Before a man bears the name of the Son of 
God, he is dead. But when he receives the seal, 
he lays aside his deadness and obtains life. The 
seal, then, is the water. They descend into the 

water dead, and they arise alive.” Hermas (c. 
AD 150) 
 “We who have approached God through 
Him have received, not carnal, but spiritual 
circumcision, which Enoch and those like him 
observed. And we have received it through 
baptism by God’s mercy, since we were sinners. 
And all men alike may obtain it.” Justin Martyr 
(c. AD 160) 
 “[Scripture] says, ‘And he dipped himself 
seven times in the Jordan.’ It was not for nothing 
that Naaman of old, when suffering from 
leprosy, was purified upon his being baptized. 
Rather, this was a symbol for us. For as we are 
lepers in sin, we are made clean from our old 
transgression by means of the sacred water and 
the invocation of the Lord. We are spiritually 
regenerated as new-born babes, just as the Lord 
has declared: ‘Unless a man is born again 
through water and the Spirit, he will not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” Irenaeus (c. AD 
180) 
 “Now the teaching is laid down that 
‘without baptism, salvation is attainable by no 
one.’ This is based primarily on the ground of 
that declaration of the Lord, who says, ‘Unless 
one is born of water he has not life.’ However, 
when this is laid down, there immediately arise 
scrupulous (or rather, audacious) doubts on the 
part of some.” Tertullian (c. AD 198) 
 “‘Unless a man has been born again of 
water and Spirit, he will not enter into the 
kingdom of the heavens.’ These words have tied 
faith to the necessity of baptism. Accordingly, 
all thereafter who became believers were 
baptized. So it was, too, that Paul, when he 
believed, was baptized.” Tertullian (c. AD 198) 
…and many more. 

Passages collected 
by Park Linscomb

B A P T I S M ,  F R O M  E A R L I E S T  T I M E S



Following Jesus means standing firm and obedient, even when the world 
completely disagrees. This will often mean that we’ll need to not only stand firm, but 
also be able to give a good answer for what we believe. Do you have a good answer 

for some of the “hot topics” of the day? One great answer is Proverbs 30:5, 6—“Every 
word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words Or 

He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar.” God’s 
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Bible Reading Schedule for this Week

Sun June 21 Judges 3-4

Mon June 22 Judges 5-6

Tue June 23 Judges 7-8

Wed June 24 Luke 5

Thu June 25 Judges 9-10

Fri June 26 Judges 11-12

Sat June 27 Judges 13-14

Our Congregational Calendar for July 5 through July 18

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

5

Worship 9:30

Bible class 11am

Karen Dugre BD

6

MNFM

Fogal anniv.

7 8

Bible class 7PM

Eskel anniv.

9 10 11

Jerome Paul BD

12

Worship 9:30

Bible class 11am

13 14 15

Bible class 7PM

16 17 18

Bible class 7PM

Service July 5 July 8

Coordinator Stuart Peacock

Call to Worship Barry Fogal

Song leader Steve Johnson Stuart Peacock

Scripture Dave Skerry

Communion Fred Hillhouse

Closing Prayer Stuart Peacock

Worship Tech Susie Peacock

Devotional Gerry Millette

Second week of children’s camping at Gander Brook

First week of children’s camping at Gander Brook


